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WFW.IB Highlights Healthcare Career Pathways
at the 2025 SWPA Healthcare Expo

Pittsburgh, PA — The Westmoreland-Fayette Workforce Investment Board (WFWIB) joined
regional partners including the Southwest Corner Workforce Development Board, Tri-County
Workforce Investment Board, and Partner4dWork to host the second annual Southwestern
Pennsylvania Healthcare Expo: The Pulse on Career Pathways, held October 17 at the David L.
Lawrence Convention Center in Pittsburgh.

The Expo brought together more than 1,000 middle and high school students from over 50
schools across nine counties for an interactive experience designed to spark interest in
healthcare careers. Through hands-on exhibits, live demonstrations, and one-on-one
conversations with industry professionals, students explored opportunities in nursing, medical
technology, behavioral health, emergency response, and other in-demand fields.

“This event is about more than career exploration—it's about showing students the many ways
they can make a difference in their communities through meaningful work,” said Janet Ward,
Executive Director of the Westmoreland-Fayette Workforce Investment Board. “Healthcare is a
field that continues to grow and evolve, and our role is to ensure young people have access to
the information, resources, and connections they need to succeed.”

Students had the opportunity to meet with regional hospitals, training providers, community
colleges, and healthcare employers, gaining insight into both immediate employment and long-
term education pathways. By connecting students directly with industry leaders, the Expo helps
strengthen the local talent pipeline and ensures the region is prepared to meet future workforce
needs.

“Introducing students to real-world career options helps them envision their future in a tangible

way,” added Ward. “Events like this not only benefit our youth but also support the continued
growth and sustainability of our regional economy.”
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Healthcare remains one of the fastest-growing sectors in southwestern Pennsylvania, with
thousands of new positions projected in the coming decade. Through collaborative efforts like
the SWPA Healthcare Expo, WFWIB and its partners continue to invest in career awareness
and workforce readiness—empowering the next generation of healthcare professionals.

About the Westmoreland-Fayette Workforce Investment Board

The Westmoreland-Fayette Workforce Investment Board (WFWIB) is a non-profit entity
consisting of appointees from the business, education, and labor sectors of Westmoreland-
Fayette counties. The board is empowered to lead workforce development activities in Fayette
and Westmoreland counties. The WFWIB is funded by the Workforce Innovation &
Opportunity Act (WIOA), which provides funding to federal workforce programs and local
Workforce Development Boards. The WFWIB oversees the three PA CareerLink® centers that
are located in Westmoreland and Fayette Counties: PA CareerLink® Westmoreland County at
Youngwood, PA CareerLink® Fayette County, and PA CareerLink® Alle-Kiski.

For more information about the Westmoreland-Fayette Workforce Investment Board, please
visit www.WestFayWIB.org.

The Westmoreland-Fayette Workforce Investment Board is an equal opportunity
employer/program. Auxiliary aids and services are available upon request to individuals with
disabilities. For federal funding information, visit www.westfaywib.org/resources/.
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